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VIEWS FROM ALL OVER

EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET

By Steve Newman

,[ Week Ending June 4, 2010 )
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A B iting Summer

_ Mosquito-control experts
i, across North America are

: pare for one of the worst
mosquito seasons in memory, follow-
ing a damp spring and subsequent
warm spells. “The .whole mosquito
cycle has been pushed ahead ... and
they’re actively biting people because
we've had so many warm nights,”
David Henley, superintendent of Mas-
sachusetts’ East Middlesex Mosquito
Control Project, told the Boston Globe.
Fears of infection from such mosquito-
bome diseases as West Nile and
dengue are prompting officials to wamn
residents to take measures tokeep from
being bitten. Henley says the amount
of future sunlight, along with temper-
“ature and rainfall, will determine how
bad the mosquitoes will be. Health offi-
cials in interior parts of the Los Ange-
les Basin report the season’s first West
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waming residents to pre-,

Alrbome Contamination

s tamninated with toxic met-
als sech as mercury and lead are
depositing the poisons in their waste
when they migrate to formerly pristine
lakes in the Arctic. A team lead by

Queen’s University biologists com- ~ /

pared sediment around where Arctic
tems and ducks known as elders nest.
Analysis found higher concentrations
of mercury and cadmium near the tem
habitats as compared to elevated lev-
els of lead, manganese and aluminum
around where elders nest. That
matches the contamination found in
each of the bird species’ primary food
sources, the researchers say.

Eruptions
. Debris spewing from
Guatemala’s Pacaya vol-
" memeere LM~ dbhnn cmmmealn

* Category S Cyclone Phet roared
ashore from the Arabian Sea onto the
coast of the Sultanate of Oman late in
the week. Phet affected maritime traf-
fic in the Strait of Hormuz, through
which 40 percent of all the world’s
seaborne oil supply passes.

A 6.1 magimde offshore
temblor shook much of
- Costa Rica from an epi-

" center beneath the Pacific,
about 45 miles southwest of San Jose.
No damage was reported.

» Earth movements were also felt in
the southern Philippines, New
Zealand’s Bay of Plenty, India's
Andaman Islands, the San Francisco
Bay Area, southeast Missouri and
along the California-Mexico border.

Potted Parrots
s Animal shelters in Aus-
| tralia’s Northem Temi-
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e sea predicted ...

for hardware stores...

www.davegraniund.com .

LETTERS TO
Tapsforelement

Hasthelnstu'umpetsomdedforthe
elementary school band? Sayitisn’t so!

Yesterday, everyone went:to the
beach except the dog and Grandma.
Dim of sight, dull of hearing, stff of
limb, we kept each other company.

He used to sing a solo when his pal
practiced his trumpet for the Hemen-
way contingent in the elementary
school band. The dog’s high-pitched
yodel was a command performance at
every family gathering. '

But, that was years ago. His pal
works far away in Singapore, the trum-

lesson from Connecticut

LOCAL VIEW

heard saying “Ch, my God” over and
over again,

Traffic on the main route in Ledyard.

increased by 249 percent between
1988 and 1996. Local roads have also

been affected because peopls who-

know the area use them to get to the

your urban centers. I am a host com-
munity, and my town gets less in aid
than cities and towns in the western
part of Connecticut. Towns that aren't
even impacted by the casinos get more
tharrour towns get.”

She said the “biggest lesson learned”
is that “the moneyis not going to flow to
you unless you aggressively lobby for it
and have a presence at your state capi-

——

Honor D-D:

One June 6, all Americans and our
British and Canadian brethren should
pause and reflect to honor the spirit
and memory of all those gallant men
who landed in Normandy, 66 years ago
on Omaha, Utah, Gold, Juno and
Sword beaches.

Also, the 2nd Rangers at Pointe de
Hoc, the Paratroopers of the 82nd and

‘Gang of Six’ a

Iwas home visiting relatives Memori-
al Day weekend and was horrified to
read of the Marlborough Gity Council's.
handling of the budget.

As an interested party and newspa-
per reporter, I have observed the coun-



